
Service for Downe and Cudham: Sunday 03 May 2020 
 
Please join in the prayers and responses in bold print 
 
OPENING 
 
This is the day which the Lord has made: 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it 
 
Lord, we have come to your house of prayer: 
help us to remember that you are here with us; 
help us to pray to you and sing your praise 
with all our hearts, 
and to listen to your word with open ears: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
We have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and turn from our sins. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing 
and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
FORGIVENESS 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
who in his great mercy has promised forgiveness of sins 
to all those who with heartfelt repentance 
and true faith turn to him: have mercy on you; 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins; 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; 
and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
 
THE BIBLE READING 
 

Acts 2. 42-47  The fellowship of the believers 
 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property 
and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in 
the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. 



ADDRESS 
 
CREED 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and life; the one for whom we exist? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, died for us and was raised 
again? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ 
known in the world? 
We believe and trust in him. 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Other prayers may be offered at this point 
 
 
COLLECT: 
 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
FINAL PRAYER 
God of power and love, 
may the boldness of your Spirit transform us, 
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, 
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us 
to serve and worship you always, Amen 



 
BLESSING 
 
The Peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
ADDITIONAL BIBLE READING 
 

John 10: 1-10 The good shepherd and his sheep 
 

1 ‘Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs 

in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 

the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of 

them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a 

stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognise a stranger’s 

voice.’ 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling 

them.  7 Therefore Jesus said again, ‘Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 

have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the 

gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 

pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 

life, and have it to the full. 

 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
Merciful Father, you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, and in his love for us to 
lay down his life and rise again: keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 
 
A PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS 
 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 


